But if it be found, that nothing can be more simple and obvious than that rule; that every parent, in order to preserve peace among his children, must establish it; and that these first rudiments of justice must every day be improv'd, as the society enlarges: If all this appear evident, as it certainly must, we may conclude, that 'tis utterly impossible for men to remain any considerable time in that savage condition, which precedes society ....
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From this it seems that Hume claims that what I will call the pre-social state could have existed for only a short while.
Consider, however, the comments immediately following the last quotation:
. . . but that his very first state and situation may justly be esteem'd social. This, however, hinders not, but that philosophers may, if they please, extend their reasoning to the suppos'd state of nature; provided they allow it to be a mere philosophical fiction, which never had, and never cou'd have any reality .... This state of nature, therefore, is to be regarded as a mere fiction, not unlike that of the golden age.
1
From these latter quotations it would seem that Hume is denying even the possibility of a pre-social state. It is evident that some just acts will be contrary to the private interests of the agent while not contrary to the general, public interest, and some just acts will be contrary to the public interest and beneficial to the private. Hume is required to show why individuals tend to promote the public interest over the private in cases where they clash, and why just acts apparently contrary to public interest are not in fact so opposed. One effort, just discussed, was to ascribe to men a fear of the collapse of society into a state of nature. The other, related, but more plausible way is to assert that, on the whole, individual interests are better furthered by adherence to the rules of justice, even when these rules seem contrary to the individual, private interest. On the other hand, single acts following from the rules of justice that appear contrary to public interest and beneficial to individual interest are seen as, on the whole, more conductive to the interests of society, especially to that key interest for Hume-stability.
With this account Hume cements the relation between justice and interest in a curious synthesis of individual and public interest. After examining Hume'8 examples in detail, some criticisms will be offered of Hume's explanation. 
